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USO SCHOOL OF LAW COMMENCEMENT SET FOR MAY 20 
The University of San Diego School of Law will hold its 
22nd Commencement ceremonies on Sunday, May 20, at 10:30 a.m. 
on the USO point at the west end of the campus. 
277 law students will receive their Juris Doctor (JD) 
Degree, and will be addressed by Judge John Minor Wisdom, of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth District. 
Judge Wisdom will receive an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree (LLD). 
Please note: In case of inclement weather, the Sports Center, 
Linda Vista Road, will be the alternate commencement site. 
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BACKGROUND ON USD COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER JUDGE JOHN MINOR WISDOM 
Judge John Minor Wisdom had the unique honor of serving 
simultaneously on three courts: The Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit, the Multidistrict Litigation Panel, and the Special 
Court under the Railroad Reorganization Act. 
He resigned from the Litigation Panel this year, but still 
serves with the Fifth Circuit Appeals Court (in New Orleans) and 
the Railroad Special Court. 
Wisdom was admitted to the Louisiana Bar in 1929 and became 
a member of the firm of Wisdom, Stone, Pigman, and Benjamin. The 
firm is based in New Orleans, and he was a member from 1929-1957. 
He has been a Judge with the U.S. Court of A~peals since 1957. 
Wisdom has been a member of the President's Committee on 
Government's Contracts (1953-57), past president of the New Orleans 
Council of Social Agencies, and a member of the Executive Committee 
for the Republican National Committeeman for Louisiana, 1952-57. 
Wisdom earned his A.B. from Washington and Lee University in 
1925, his LL.B. from Tulane University in 1929, and LL.D. Degrees 
from Oberlin University (1963) and Tulane (1976). 
Born in New Orleans in 1905, Wisdom is married to the former 






WISDOM, JOHN MINOR_, judge; b. New Orleans, May 17 r 1905 \ 
s. Mortimer Norton and Adelaide (Labattl w-. • A.B., 
Washington & Lee u., _ 19.25; LL.B., Tulane _u., 1q29~ 
LL.D.: Oberlin u. U9:63l., Tula,ne · U9.16l... m. Bonni-e. 
Stewart Mathew·s, October 24, 1931; _ child.i;en .... John Minor~-
Kathleen Ma.thew$, Penelope Stewart lTosel. Admitted to 
La. Bar, 1929.; Me.nll>ex- firm Wi.$dom, Stone, Pigman and 
Benjamin, New Orleans, 19.29.-57; Judge o. s. Court of 
J\I)peals, 5th Ci~cui':t, 19.57~, Member Multidistrict 
Litigation Panel (Court}__ 1968-,-1979.. lPresid:i:ng Judge 
19.75-,-79.l.. Member Special Court, Regional Reorganization 
of Railroads 19.15--. Adjunct professor law Tulane u. 
19.38-57, Uember V:i:.sitin9 Com_, Law· Sch.-:: Harvard, 
u. of-Chicago, u. of Miami. Member President's Com-
mittee on Government~s Contracts 1953~57. Past President 
N. _!). Council Social Agencies. Republican National 
Committeeina_n for Loui·~lana, 1952~57, (Member Executive 
Committeel. Trustee Washington & Lee. u. · 1qs2--. 
Served from Captain to Lieutenant Colonel USAAF, 1942-46; 
awarded Legion of l1e~rt and AJ:;-my· commendation Medal. 
Memoer American Academy o~ Arts & Science. · (Chairman, 
Appella·te Judges Conf. 19.66~67}_. Bar associations: 
American, Louisiana, New Orleans. Life Member American 
Law Institute (Member Counci.l}, Louisiana Law Institute. 
Order of Coif, Delta Kappa Epsilon, Phi Alpha Delta, 
Omicron Delta Kappa. Episcopalian. Home: ' 1732 Palmer 
Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118. Office: 60Q Camp 
Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70.130. 
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NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT BOB ABERNETHY TO ADDRESS USO COMMENCEMENT, MAY 20 
NBC News correspondent Bob Abernethy will address University 
of San Diego graduates during commencement exercises on Sunday, 
May 20, at 3 p.m., on the University's point at the west end of 
the Alcala Park campus. 
344 seniors will receive their Bachelor's Degrees in Arts 
and Science, Business Administration, Nursing and Education. 
121 students will receive Master's Degrees in these same discip-
lines. 
Abernethy will receive an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters. 
Please note: In the event of inclement weather, the Sports Center, 
Linda Vista Road, will be the alternate commencement site. 
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BACKGROUND ON NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT BOB ABERNETHY 
USO Commencement speaker Bob Abernethy, NBC News correspondent 
for the "Today" program, is a veteran of 26 years with NBC News. 
Abernethy was based in Los Angeles from 1966-77 as a network 
correspondent. His assignments included moderating a weekly 
news-conference program, providing commentary on the nightly news, 
serving as a news anchorman and conducting live nightly interviews. 
Abernethy first came to NBC in 1952. He covered major stories 
in Britain for the next three years, and was the first American 
newsman to report on the British/French invasion of Suez in 1956. 
During his career he has covered such diverse topics as the 
Common Market, nuclear weapons strategy, arms control, lasers, 
civil rights, the status of space research, the federal budget, 
Lyndon B. Johnson's campaign for Vice-President in 1960, and the 
Johnson-Goldwater campaigns in 1964. 
From 1961-63, Abernethy wrote and narrated the weekly 
NBC-TV program "Update," designed for high school students. He 
has also written a book for teenagers, "Introduction to Tomorrow," 
which earned him the Thomas Alva Edison Mass Media Award in 1966. 
as the best history publication for youngsters. 
Abernethy attended Princeton University, majoring in public 
and international affairs. He earned his A.B. degree in 1950 and 
his Master's Degree in 1952. 
Born in Geneva, Switzerland in 1927, Abernethy is married 
to the former Jean Clark Montgomery, and has one daughter. 
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ROBERT ABERNETHY 
'Today' Washington Correspondent 
Bob Abernethy, Washington correspondent for the "Today" program 
since October, 1977, has quickly gained the respect of politicians in the 
nation's capital with his well-researched, pointed questions. 
Prior to this assignment, Abernethy, a veteran of 25 years with 
NBC News, was based in Los Angeles as a network correspondent (1966-77). 
His assignments there included moderating a news conference program, 
providing commentary on the news several times a 
week, serving as a news anchorman and conducting 
live nightly interviews on news programs of KNBC, 
the NBC Television Station in that city. 
Abernethy's career with NBC News began in 
1952. He was assigned to the Washington bureau in 
1953 and transferred to London in 1955. He covered 
major stories in Britain for the next three years 
and was one of the first American newsmen to report 
to America on the British and French invasion of the Suez Canal Zone in 1956. 
He returned to the United States in 1958 and began a series of 
special assignments -- ranging from space news to covering Lyndon B. 
Johnson's campaign for the Vice Presidency. in 1960 and the Johnson-
Goldwater Presidential campaign in 1964. 
From 1961-63 he wrote and narrated the weekl~ NBC-TV program 
"Update," which was designed for high school students. He has also written 
a book for teen-agers, "Introduction to Tomorrow," which earned him the 
(more) 
Bob Abernethy - 2 
Thomas Alva Edison Mass Media Award in 1966 as the best history for 
youngsters. 
Abernethy covered the House of Representatives for NBC News 
from 1963-65. 
He attended Princeton University where he majored in public 
and international affairs. He earned his A.B. degree in 1950 and a 
Master's degree in 1952. 
Abernethy was born in Geneva, Switzerland, November 5, 1927. 
He is married to the former Jean Clark Montgomery and they are the 
parents of a daughter, Jane. 
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